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PROCEEDINGS. 


Ava meeting of the Masters and Past Masters of Lodges, 
under the jurisdiction of the M. W. Grand Lodge of the Ancient 
aud Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 
of the State of New York, held at the Howard House, in the 
City of New York, on Tuesday Evening, Oct. 31st. A.L. 5848 : 


Present, Worshipful Brothers : 


James P. Allaire, John C. Allstadt, 
Rodolph Aeby, Charles F. Bauer, 
Wilhelm Bohne, William C. Burnet, 
Edward Cook, Charles W. Carpenter, 
John B. Costa, Charles G. Christman, 
Andrew Demarest, David A. Fowler, 
Philip Friedman, Sewall Fisk, 

Wolf K. Frank, Lewis Feuchtwanger, 
Philip W. Frank, Nicholas Guille. 
Walter Hicks, Amos Hulse, 
Thomas G. Hepburn, Philip Haas, 

John Harron, Jonathan Jarvis, 
Brewster Jarvis, Balthaser Kreischer, 
Robert Lovett, James Lucy, 


James McGrath, 
Etienne Millon, 

- William W. Nexsen, 
J. Ben. Wood, 


Joseph M. Marsh, 
Benjamin Moot 


John G. Young, 

W. H. Young, 
Robert Roberts, 
John Solomons, 
John B. Satterthwait, 
Robert 8. Stenton, 
Henry L. Schieffelin 
John Telfair, ! 
John Thompson, 
William Tyack, 
Philip 8. Van Houten, 
Aaron 8. Van Praag, 
Daniel Wishart, 
Nathaniel F. Waring, 
Charles Watkins, 
Daniel West, 

Henry Wenzel. 


Zathaniel p. Plum, 
Proenfield Pote, : 
Cliarles S- Rowe 4 
Joseph D. Stewar 9 
Philip I. Spiro, 
Daniel a 

Filliam J. Sure, 
ee Gerald Tisdall, 
William H. Tallman, 
Edward G. Triquet, 
Edward Unkhart, 
Daniel H. Van Sice, 
Uzziah Wenman, 
Wilhelm Wettig, 

Simon J. Wyckoff, 
William H. Walling, 
William P. Wagner, 


Right Worshipful Brothers : 


Robert R. Boyd, 
John Mansfield, 
William Willis, 
Isaac Phillips. 


Oscar Coles,* 

John Coffin, 

John W. Hudswell, 
James Herring, 


The Worshipful Epwarp Coox, of No. 1, was called tothe 


Chair, and the Worshipful E. G. Triquer, of No. 19, appoiat 
ed Secretary. 


The Chairman having announced that the object of the 
meeting was to deliberate on the course of action necessary 
be taken, in relation to the proposed amendments to the Col 
stitution, and to take into consideration a circular, issued 
sentain members of the Grand Lodge, in relation to and favt* 
a ee Postion lo disfranchise Past Masters in that bith 
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2nd. Resolved, 
the force of a maj 
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juatice, wisdom and policy, the following Preamble and Kuso 
Jutions were UNANIMOUSLY adopted 

Whereas, ot the last Annual Communication of the MW. 
Grand Lodge, the first attempt was made, in the form of an 
amendment to the Constitution, by members of the Grand 
Lodge, representing either thermelves or Lodges out of the eity 
of New York, to deprive Past Masters of Lodges of their rights 
as members of the Grand Lodge, purposely reserved in the ‘Wom 
Jemu Compact unanimously agreed to as “a fundamental law 
of the Grand Lodge never to be disturbed,” by the Representa- 
tives of Two Hundred and Twenty-eight Lodges, assembled 
on the 7th June, A, Li. 6927; 


And Whereas, it is now apparent, from a circular recently 
issued by certain brethren, members of the Grand Lodge, that 
it is their intention to endeavor, by a majority vote, either of 
Lodges or individual votes, to carry the same into effect ; 


And Whereas, \n the opinion of this meeting, it is not in 
the power of the Grand Lodge to carry out the proposed meas- 
ure, save by the unanimous consent of the whole Fraternity 
of the State, even if itwere wise, prudent, reasonable and ex- 
pedient to do the same, without violating the Compact of 5827 ; 
therefore, 

1st, Resolved, hat we are utterly opposed to the proceed- 
ing intended by the proposed amendments to the Constitution, 
offered at the Annual Communication in June last, by the W. 
Joun 8. Penny, and which received the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the few members of the Grand Lodge at the mo- 
ment assembled, because we deem them unreasonable, unwise 

edient, in violation of the good faith involved 

{ 5827, calculated to excite disunion, and 
‘that good feeling and harmony which 

u members of the Fraternity, de- 
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f the W. Joun S. Perry, wil] ¥ 

he desire and intention of the = th 
considered as ee the same, to dissolve the mene " ba With, 
ee fer Ancient and Regular Masonic Jurisdiction ¢ 
draw from 


the State. 


3d. Resolved, That 0} 
cities of New York and Brook 


roposition 0 
of Lodges, the pt opositio' 


ne Past Master from each Lodgein the 
lyn, and on Staten Island, be ape 


i ive Committee, and toaddress acircular letter 
eae and known member of all the pe 
in the State, setting forth the injustice and aa, be : e 
proposed measure, and the fearful consequences t a ae 
sult to the harmony and union of the Craft, if persisted in. 


4th. Resolved, That the members of every Lodge in the 
State, and particularly within ten miles of the New York City 
Hall, be, and they are requested to agitate the subject, so that it 
may be fairly understood by every member of the Order. 


5th. Resolved, That every Lodge in the State, and particu- 
larly within ten miles of the New York City Hall, opposed to 
the contemplated proceeding as offered by the W. Joun S. 
Perry, and believe that it cannot be submitted to with honor 
or propriety, and especially by reason of its disturbing the 
Compact, be requested to appoint a delegate to meet in Con- 
vention, at the city of New York, on the 29t 


hof January next, 
at the Howard House, at 7 o'clock, P. M,, for the purpose of 


agreeing upon a course of action, to be pursued at the next 
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge; to preserve the 
rights of their Past Masters, reserved under the Compact, the 
harmony of the Grand Lodge, and the influence and interest 


of the Fraternity of the State, 


¥ a 


The follow 
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of the The following brethren were appointed the Executive 
1 with, Committee under the 3d resolution: 
ion of | Lodge No. 4 Elias W. Nexsen, 
4 2, Lewis Feuchtwanger, 

»in the te 8, William H. Milnor, 
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h honor G 68, James McGrath, 
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n Con- | £ 86, Charles F’, Bauer, 

ynext, : « OAs. ie James Herring, 

ose of “« 106, Samuel Gelston, 

next ‘ 137, William C. Burnet. 

| the Knickerbocker, U. D., Lewis Zeigler. 
the - On Dootion, ser me adjourned. 


rest m rile o Nas yi Nt) Chairman. 
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js ing meeting was held, the follow 
ePSirice the foregoing who were unavoidably absey, 
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d Lodge. é 
members of the Gra proval of the proceedings: 


have signified their 2p) 
ave Sig John Anderson, 


George Loder, 

Haak ©. Towner, Charles oath 

‘Aaron R. Thompson, James Alcock, 

Joseph D. Baldwin, Gilbert Hall, 

Isaac M. Phyfe, Giles F. Yates, 

Jonathan Simpson, Alexander J. Henderson, 
William Swanton, Henry Robinson, 

Samuel Gelston, John E. Goodchild, 

J. King, William Cumberson, 
Samuel Doxey, John Van Dyne, 

Richard Pennell, Bartholemew Delapierre, 
A. L. Tasheira, Rt. Wor. Joseph Sprague, 


Rt. Wor. John Horspool. 


Av 4 MeetiInG or THE Executive Commirrer, held on Sat- 
urday evening, Nov. 11, A. L. 5848, it was 
Resolved, That in consequence of information having been 
received, accompanied by printed evidence of the fact, that an 
attempt has been made to hasten and obtain the consent of the 
country Lodges to the proposition desired by the Circular issued 
by sundry brethren, at a meeting held on the 9th of August 
ast, at Geneva, without waiting the opportunity of Rasting Gad 
pee o eee in opposition tothe measure, the proceedings 
fegtthe ee rk yy this city on the 31st ult. be printed and 
pee A e dges in the State, in advance of the Cir- 
by said meeting, which will be prepared 

forth, - 4 epared and sent 


OLOMONS, Chairman. 


Ara meetin 
nesday Eveni 
Printing and € 
which was acc 


Extas W. 2 


Wing i 9 
sent, 


Ava meeting of the Executive Committee, held on Wed- 
hesday Evening, 29th November, 1848, its Committee on 
Printing and Correspondence presented the following address, 
which was accepted and adopted. 

JOHN SOLOMONS, Chairman. 

Exras W. Nexsen, Secretary. 


ADDRESS. 
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taternity of the jurisdiction our views of 
tho proposed alteration of the Constitution, 


This we might do vory briefly by a declaration of rights, 
but we choose, in addition, to meet the arguments of the Ge 
neva Committee, that our country Brethren may not have to 
complain of us hereafter, that we allowed them to be misled 
by a cunningly deviyed tissue of errors and exaggerations ; for 
we certainly regard the circular as well calculated to delude 
those who from want of information may be unable to unravel 
the web, and separate the simple truth from sophistry and mig 
representation; artfully contrived to excite prejudices without 
reasonable cause ; toproduce irreconcilable sectional hostilities, 
and to utterly destroy every hope of preserving the unity 
of the Grand Lodge, which was happily effected by the 
Compact between the two Grand Lodges in the State, in June, 
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ganized and dissolved. 'There are no rights guarantied by the 
Constitution to the Masters and Wardens of Lodges in this 
State, which are not equally secured to the Past Masters; ang 
the Lodges in the city of New York, and in other parts of the 
State, having ever found their Past Masters, as a body, faith. 
ful to the interests of the Order, must, and undoubtedly ever 
will, consider their rights as precious as their own, and equally 
worthy of maintenance and protection. 

The Geneva Circular assumes the ground that the Past 
Masters hold their rights “under the present Constitution” 
This, also, is an error. The present Constitution, like all 
which have gone before it, is merely declaratory of their rights. 
: ferred by the present, nor any pre- 
vious Constitution of the Grand Lodge of this State. The 
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Cay ay TOY themselves in opposition to their own Liddiee 
ate y meetings. Those who plead for justice should 
jemecives be just ; but, in this instance, neither justice, chari- 
Ba i , nor truth, required the embodiment of the sus- 
<a that it were possible the Past Masters of the City 
may at some future day organize themselves into a 
band of conspirators, to defeat the action of, not only the ma- 
joity of the Fraternity of the State, but even of their own 
Ledges in the City of New York. Have the Past Masters, by 
any act, merited such an insult? Have they ever been found 
z 2 we F Lodges? Certainly not. 
in array. in opposition to their own 4 alte 
The surmise is not only unjust, but it is ungrate ra 
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election, 5 es cea No. 1) affor, a 
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more Past Masters than some others, byt 
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under her pee oe other tepewaee a a and 
eee these Brethren, after having fought the 
fight and maintained the honor ae integrity of the Grang 
Lodge—ought these, and those like t em in the other Lod 
to be, at this day, pointed out 2 eee Persons, to jy. 
no longer trusted with the right of voting in Grand 1, 0? 
To call this justice, is about as gross an abuse of the term as 
could have been invented. . 

The gratuitous suggestion, also, that Lodges in this’ cit 
might be induced to unseat an experienced Master for the sake 
of increasing their power 1n Grand Lodge, shows the ability 
of the writer of the Geneva Circular to adapt opposite orgy. 
ments to different sections of the State: but the latter js fully 
as fallacious as the former, for the Record of the Grand Lodge 
shows that, in some of the City Lodges, the same individuals 
have been elected for Masters from three to twenty times ; and 
unless urged to a different course in self-defense, we have no 
reason to doubt they would exercise their best judgment in the 
selection of capable workmen in all future time. ; 

We will pursue this exposition of the fallacies of the Geneva 
Circular no further, but as we have intimated above, will, for 
the sake of those who do not understand the references made 
to the Compact of June, 1827, state briefly its origin, and its re- 
lation to the questions now pending ; for the question of invad- 
ing the rights of the Past Masters is not the only one presented 
to us by the advocates of the proposed alterations, called 
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the Lodges in the State had be 
in the country were frequently 
nual dues to the Grand Lodge, 
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ty lo 
th on ma > many places exhibited a lamentable ignorance of the 
Y bog ritual of the Order, ‘lo remedy both these evils, District 
it durin Grand Visitors and Lecturers were appointed, but many 
thal of then neglected thelr duties, 
Lory tnd The system was revised in 1814, and the State was divided 
j into three Masonic Districts; one comprising the eity of New 
he Rood Yorle and ite vicinity, the other two were in the North and 
) Grand Woat, At that time the Lodges in the country might be repre- 
Oto sonted by their officers, or by proxies, hut no system of paying 
to nt representatives had been adopted by the Grand Lodge of this 
Loodgy p State, nor by any other Grand Lodge. 
orm ag The visiting and lecturing system was attended by consid- 
drable suiecons, so far as the collection of money was concerned, 
tis’ city though a large number of Lodges were never visited, and the 
ho sake i of the collections amounted to nearly fifty per cent. 
abili o the sum received, viz: from isla to 1820, the two Grand 
sd y Visitors in the country collected $22,185 59, and retained for 
Rm compensittion {10,244 84. ‘he diversion of so large a pro- 
8 fully rtion of the collections from country Lodges, intended for 
! sone the churity fund, caused great discontent in the Grand Lodge, 
idualn and the system by degrees became odious, and its discontinu- 
1; and ance was urged, and it was finally abolished. 
vO no Put the Grand Visitors had obtained an influence, by their 
in the personal intercourse, and the brethren in the country were, as 
now, arrayed in hostility to those in the city, on the erroneous 
nevi jden that they had no interest in the Grand’Lodge, nor any 
}, for other return for the payment of their dues, than the instructs , 
nude tion they received from the Grand Visitors or Lecturers. 
[# 10° Anew plan of Grand Visitations was agitated, It was prov 
vade= 4, that eighteen Gyand Visitor's should be appointed to tra~ 


throughout the State. Mhirty miles were to be called a 


v9 travel, and eight hours labor with a Lodge, and visit, a 
or, to be paid from the Grand Lodge finds, at the rate 
(0 per day ; these Grand Visitors were also to attend, 
id for attending, tlie Grand Lodge, where they were 
fered the legal proxies of all the Hodges in thelx 
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gistricts not otherwise presented. mn Pay 1821, th 
was rejected, butat the same session, nearly $1,300 were 
priated fromthe charity fund to pay the members in atte 
from the country, and a resolution adopted to pay representa, 
tives from Lodges in the country in future ; and Another, de. 
stroying all equality of representation, by authorizing any del. 
egate to represent five Lodges and five Past Masters, whereb 
a single individual could east on any question twenty-one 
votes, 

From this time forward, to June, 1823, the utmost eflorts 
were made to excite and increase the disaflection of the coun- 
try Lodges, and to perpetuate their hostility to the Fratemity 
in the city. Blank proxies were obtained from the Lodges, to 
be filled up atthe discretion of the holders, and not, as the Con- 
stitution evidently intended, by the Lodges which issued them, 
The removal of the Grand Lodge to the country was a favor. 
ite measure of the party, and was threatened in circulars, and 
on the floor of the Grand Lodge, although it was located by 
patent in the city of New York, and also by the Constitution, 

In 1822 a committee was appointed, consisting of two city 
members and six from the country, for the purpose of altering 
the Constitution. The intention could not be misunderstood, 
and a resolution was offered and laid upon the table, That it 
was expedient that two Grand Lodges be formed in the State 
of New York, viz: the one already located in the city of New 
York, and the other in such place out of the city, as a majority 
of the Lodges out of the city, and consenting to forma part 
‘thereof, should designate; and that the Lodges out of the city 
should be permitted to select their Grand Lodge. ° 
Among the prominent innovations decided on by the above 
: ied and circulated through the 
posed and advocated by the 
st Masters, excepting one 
inthe Grand Lodge, 
ich were, and had been; 
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his Plan 


COMpPrOMigse yy; 
ADDN, rewtoredite’s Might be effected, and harmony be once more 
Nlanog digs © the distracted Fraternity of the State, the Lodges of 
Cente. 16 City, (Wenty-three in number, by their delegates submitted 
On, don plan to Secure the interests and rights of the whole body ; 
hy dol. but the Proposition was silently rejected, 
horoby Tn March, 1823, the Grand Lodge, to prevent the abuse of 
tyrone the Proxy power, which, as we have Stated above, had been 
grossly perverted, passed an explanatory resolution, after a 
i preamble, That the name of ever 
oftonts 


Y person appointed a proxy 
led up in open Lodge at the 
, and at a regular meeting, at which a 


to represent a Lodge, s 3 
nae I .0dge, should be fil 


: time of his appointment 
rity constitution 


| al number qualified to vote were present. 

°s, to In June, 1828, on the day previous to the meeting of the 
Con. Grand Lodge, a caucus of Delegates from the country was 
hem, held, and a list prepared, for the election of Grand Officers, 
LVOrs. which, as was understood at the time, excluded from office 
and every member of the City Lodges. At the time appointed for 
l by the meeting, a very large number of Brethren were present, 
‘ion, and upon a motion for the appointment of a committee to ex- 
city 


amine credentials, it was proposed to instruct the committee to 
ing consider as regular only such as had been made out conform- 


gulati i tly and 
od, bly to the explanatory regulation. This was earnes 
t it rkistctty objected to by the leaders from the country, and, 
sued in the course of debate on an appeal being taken from a de- 
KA ision of the Chair, upon a question of order, the Grand org 
| ‘ hat from his decision there was no appeal, and he 
" ee axuat il the following morn~ 
ith adjourned the Grand Lodge unti 
7, teen Brethren of the City 
'y ing, at which time he well knew the Bre 
? 
Lodges d. 

etree nd nein on the demand of at least one-half bs 
‘ = resent, vas again convened by the Junior cost 
: rid and roceeded to business, elected Gran 
; atotihicts Jaid on the table in June 
. , from that time until June, 1827, pro- 


‘ In the 
harmon and prosperity. 
ant | Bisse, which had at that 


wo 


time bint tipan the BP raternity tn thie Center of the Mate, thy 

two Cand Lodges, by a Jolnt committee, agreed apon the little 

Hlomentof all pastdifioultion hy aniitial recognition af rialitw 

and faemed the Commaen) and appotated the same CommMitten 

to roviee the Conatitition mon the hawla af that inatrumeng 

whieh they dic J 

This in-vain for our country Hrethren to tell as they wigh 
not to diate that Compact, while they are vaing avery means 
to revive the original causes of divunion whieh that instrament 
was designed to provent, By that Compact and Constitution 
we claim, that all the righta and privileges possessed by the 
members of both Grand Lodges at the Union, were secured to 
them for ever, or until the Compact and Constitution are yjox 
lated, at which time, the partion which formed them will re. 
solve into their original elements, and stand precisely ag they 

did previous to the Union, 

Tho Lodges of the city of New York and its vicinity are 
determined to stand by the Compact so long a8 they ean, but 
if they are compelled to take the course indicated by the Resor 
lutions adopted on the 8ist of October last, they will at least 
have thosatisfaetion of fooling that it was brought about by 
no act of theirs. ‘The History of the Grand Lodge of this 
State may be investigated by all, and we appeal to that for evi- 
dence, that since the Union, the Fraternity and Lodges in the 
city of New York and its neighborhood, have borne the heay- 

iest burdens of expense and labor; that they never have en- 
eroached upon the privileges or rights of the Fyaternity or Lodges 
in any other part of the State; that during many years of trials 
under unprecedented difficulties they never succumbed to the 


hal animosity which the compact 
‘prevented, 


Ls 


 Wutalast 
1he operons 
i 
and union of 
pons wae, 
vival of dis 
years of ey 
legislation, 
for reprose) 
intrigue an 
open-heart 
ths aAditic 
10 take wy 
tacks of 
sense, of 
design 
To 
duced 
the p1 
gress 
be re 
to bi 
But 


; But alag! , 
Slate, th. 8° what ig 4 
x the von the experience of the oe for the future, judging from 
of rights of peace, harmony and ai oo and the present? Instead 
mittee and union of the Cae = = ion in the elevation, progress, 
(rument, peace’ sake, to submit 7 = We already been compelled, for 
p vival of discor: d, to behold Ay ag tag to witness the re- 
ey wish years of concord about to ee Spas of the past happy 
ft legislation, and Masonic en worthless, and Masonic 
Y Means fo jon, ¢ peactice ‘im this State, become. d mark 
trument lor reproach, and a beacon for caution. We fear, indeed, that 
stitution Intrigue and cunning have taken the place of the confidence and 
by the open-hearted measures which forme rly prevailed; and we have 
ured to the additional grievance of believing that we are now obliged 
ire Vio~ to take up the gauntlet. and to fortify ourselves against the at- 
vill re~ tacks of a party, not acting under their own impulses, nor a 
M thoy; sense of wrong on our part, but by the delusions of artful and 
designing leaders. 
ity are To such a condition is the Institution in our State now Te- 
an, but duced by faction, that itis truly questionable whether, if even 
Reso, the present single point of controversy were checked in its pro- 
t least «gress, we can reasonably hope that mutual confidence can ever 
ut by be restored, and the whole Fraternity of the State be brought 
f thig to harmonious action for any length of time. We fear not. 
© evi- But we are content to leave the decision of the question we 
in the have thus discussed to our country Brethren. We shall ame 
hea seck nor consent to dissolve the Compact of June, 1827, but 
“ we are forced to witness its dissolution we have no fear of the 
om result; being well assured, that friendship and harmony are P 
mt é ple to strife and contention. a. an 
» the In our view the crushing foot of a majority may 
uppor ple as the tyranny of Of yar constituents. 
the 4 — » we believe are the sentiments of © 
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B. Satterthwaite, Past Mast ae 
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John Solomons, Past Master, No. 23, 
Chairman Executive Committee, 
John C. Allstadt, Past Master, No. 54. 
Nathaniel D. Plum, Past Master, No. 21. 
Lawrence Powers, Past Master, No. 27. 


Samuel Gelston, Master, No. 106. = 
William J. Surre, Past Master, No. 28. we You 
Nicholas Guille, Master, No. 17. fore your Lo 
James Herring, Past Master, No. 94. F 
John W. Hudswell, Past Master, No. 64, posed altera' 
Elias W. Nexsen, Past Master, No. 1. possible ; am 
N. F. Waring, Past Masrer, No. 19 : 
James McGrath, Master, No. 68. conformity ' 
B. Kreischer, Past Master, No. 12. the 29th of 
Lewis Zeigler, Master, Knickerbocker, U. D. Ww. Bro. 
Lewis Feuchtwanger, Past Master, No. 2. OF Nees 
Wolf K. Frank, Past Master, No. 69. mittee, 42' 


John Harron, Past Master, No. 56. 


Sewall Fisk, Past Master, No. 56. jent to se 


the Lodk 
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iP You will please cause these proceedings to be laid be 


fore your Lodge, and to 
y' ge, communicate its decision on the pro- 


posed alteration of the Constitution, if any be ‘made, as soon as 
possible ; and the name of the delegate, if any be appointed, in 


conformity to the 5th resolution, to attend the Convention on 


the 29th of January next, to W. Bro. John Solomons, Chairman, 


or W. Bro. Elias ‘W. Nexsen, Secretary of the Executive Com- 


mittee, 429 Broadway, New York; or if it may not be conven- 
jent to send a delegate, to appoint a proxy to act in behalf of 
the Lodge- 
By order of the Exectitive Committee, 
JOHN SOLOMONS, Chairman. 


Buras W. NESSES, Secretary: 


